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of England, in 1419, under an accusation of witchcraft. All lier
attendants were removed from her, and she was committed to the
custody of sir John Pelhani, at Pevcnsey castle. Joanna's prin-
cipal accuser was her confessor, John Randolf, a Minorite friar,
who was at the isle of Guernsey, and sent over to the king in Nor-
mandy, where his confessions seemed to have determined Henry V.
to proceedings of the utmost rigour against his royal stepmother.
Deprived by Henry's order of her rich dower-lands, money, and
personals, even to her wearing apparel, she was condemned un-
heard, and consigned to years of solitary confinement, without the
slightest regard to law or justice.

"When these strange tklings reached her eldest son, the duke of
Bretagne, he sent an embassy of remonstrance to Henry T., then
in his career of conquest at Melun. But Joanna was deprived of
any hope she might Lave founded on the efforts of her first-born
for her dclivorance, by his falling into the hands of his mortal
enemy, the count de Penthievres, and she had the grief of be-
wailing in her dismal prison-house the captivity of both her sons.
The return of the royal victor of Agincourt with his beautiful bride
brought no amelioration to the condition of the unfortunate
queen-dowager. Though Catherine of Yalois was nearly related
to her in blood, yet she received neither sympathy nor attention
from her, but had the mortification of knowing thdt her dower
was appropriated to maintain ELatherine's state as queen of
England.

In the fourth year of Joanna's incarceration Henry Y. was seized
with late remorse for the wrong and robbery of which he had been
guilty towards his father's widow, and addressed a letter to the
bishops and lords of his council, dated July 13, 1422, directing
them to restore her dower, and all the rest of her property which
had been seized in his name, lest it should prove a further burden
to his conscience; and to let her have f our or five new gowns of
any colour and material she might prefer; to release her from
her present restraint, and provide horses for eleven cars for the
removal of herself and property to any place within the realm to
which she might please to depart. Joanna made choice of Leeds
castle, in Kent, one of her own dower-palaces, where she was imme-
diately visited by Henry's brother, the duke of Gloucester, and car-
dinal Beauf ort. She had certainly been compelled to divest herself
of her queenly attire, and to assume the coarse garb of penance.
"Whether the peuce-ofteiing of five or six new gowns, with the
royal permission for the injured lady to consult her own taste in
the colour, material, and fashion of the saine, wits considered by
Joanna as a sufficient compensation for the wr^ng, and robbery,